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THE 
MCMANUS: 
DUNDEE’S ART 
GALLERY & 
MUSEUM

EXHIBITIONS

DRAW THE LINE:  
OLD MASTERS TO THE BEANO
Continuing until Sun 23 Oct
FREE. No need to book, just drop in!

Drawing is one of the most basic  
and enduring of human activities.  
It remains one of the simplest and most 
effective forms of communication 
requiring only a pencil and paper, stick 
and sand or crayon and wall. It is little 
wonder then that drawing includes 
such a vast and all encompassing 
range of creativity. This display 
features figure studies and portraiture, 
illustration, preparatory sketches, 
landscape and topography by historic 
and contemporary artists including 
Augustus John, Graeme Sutherland, 
Wilhelmina Barns-Graham, Will Maclean, 
Thomas Gainsborough, Amelia Long, 
William Gillies and Ian Fleming. 

CHARTING NEW WATERS: 
RECENT ACQUISITIONS TO 
THE CITY’S PERMANENT 
COLLECTION 
Sat 7 May - Sun 23 Oct
FREE. No need to book, just drop in!

Introducing The Antarctic Suite paintings 
by Frances Walker and objects from the 
pioneering shipping company DP&L.  

REFLECTIONS ON CELTS 
A SPOTLIGHT TOUR FROM 
NATIONAL MUSEUMS 
SCOTLAND AND  
THE BRITISH MUSEUM 
Thur 1 Sept - Mon 5 Dec
FREE. No need to book, just drop in!  

The two mirrors on display – The British 
Museum’s Holcombe mirror and National 
Museums Scotland’s Balmaclellan 
mirror – tell very different stories, and 
help us to understand the relationships 
between communities in Britain 2,000 
years ago. Accompanying the Spotlight 
Tour will be an exhibition of objects 
from The McManus’ own collections 
exploring life in the Iron Age locally, 
with a special focus on Dundee Law.

The major joint exhibition telling the story of  
Celts was at The British Museum until 31 January 
2016 and is at the National Museum of Scotland 
from 10 March – 25 September 2016.  

For more information visit www.nms.ac.uk/celts

ONLINE EVENT

ASK A CURATOR! 
Wed 14 Sept,  
10am-12pm & 2-4pm
FREE. www.twitter.com/McManusDundee

Have you ever had a burning question 
you have wanted to ask about the 
Museum? Now’s your chance! If you’re  
on Twitter join us and pose your 
questions to staff @McManusDundee 
using #AskACurator.  

EVENTS

FESTIVAL OF MUSEUMS 
DUNDEE: A CITY OF 
INNOVATION & DESIGN 
1920 - 1940
Sat 14 May, 7-9pm
FREE. Booking essential via Eventbrite 
www.themcmanus.eventbrite.co.uk

A night at the Museum for all the 
family, bringing history to life through 
music, stories, costume and games!   

Festival of Museums is an annual three-day 
treat of extraordinary, exciting and surprising 
events day and night in museums and galleries 
throughout Scotland.  

www.festivalofmuseums.com

 

CELTS: ART AND IDENTITY 
Wed 7 Sept, 6.30pm
FREE. Booking essential via Eventbrite 
www.themcmanus.eventbrite.co.uk

Dr Fraser Hunter, principal curator 
of Iron Age and Roman collections 
at National Museums Scotland will 
speak about the spectacular mirrors 
on loan to The McManus as part of 
the Reflection on the Celts Spotlight 
Tour, which accompanies the Celts: 
Art and Identity exhibition currently on 
at the National Museum of Scotland.

Before the talk there will be an opportunity to 
view the Reflection on the Celts exhibition.

CHILDREN & FAMILIES

FAMILY SPACE & 
GALLERY ART CARTS
Available Daily

FREE. No need to book, just drop in!

Play and learn in the Museum’s Family 
Space. Drop in each day to try out 
our fun drawing activities, themed 
costumes, books and games. Also look 
out for our gallery Art Carts packed 
with activity sheets, clipboards and 
art materials designed to help families 
explore the Museum’s collections of 
objects and artworks.

SMALL STORIES 
Mon 11 Apr, 9 May, 13 June,  
11 July, 15 Aug & 12 Sept
10.30-11am & 11.30am-12noon

FREE. No need to book, just drop in!

Listen to local tales, sing, play and 
explore in these fun, interactive 
storytelling sessions for under 5s  
and their grown-ups.

SATURDAY STUDIO 
Sat 16 Apr, 14 May, 18 June,  
16 July, 20 Aug & 17 Sept
10.30am-12.30pm

FREE. No need to book, just drop in!

Join artists and designers in the 
Creative Learning Studio for activities 
inspired by the Museum’s latest 
exhibition ‘Draw the Line’, and the  
year of Innovation, Architecture and 
Design 2016.



INTRODUCING 
TALKING DUNDEE
Thur 14 Apr, 2pm
FREE. No need to book, just drop in!

What is oral history? How and why 
do we collect it? What does it tell us 
about Dundee – and ourselves? An 
informal introduction to the Museum’s 
Talking Dundee oral history archive. 

BEST DAYS OF OUR LIVES? 
Thur 12 May, 2pm
FREE. No need to book, just drop in!

The spotlight is on Dundee school days 
as we dip into the archive and listen 
to audio clips telling tales of ferocious 
teachers, ‘plunking’, ‘the Quallie’, 
‘Parish boots’ and much more.  

KEEP ON DANCING 
Thur 9 June, 2pm
FREE. No need to book, just drop in!  

Whether it was the Palais, the Locarno, 
‘the Proaggie’ or learning the right steps 
at ‘Roabbies’, dancing has always been 
big in Dundee. Listen to recordings of 
some veteran hoofers as they tell all. 

HOME 
Thur 14 July, 2pm
FREE. No need to book, just drop in!  

What was it like living in the Hilltown, 

the Overgate or the Hawkhill before the 
bulldozers and the 1960s demolition 
squads got to work? What were the joys 
and sorrows of living in newly built areas 
such as Douglas, Fintry, Charleston or 
Whitfield? Recordings from the Talking 
Dundee archive tell it like it was!

THE MAKING OF 
MODERN DUNDEE 
Thur 18 Aug, 2pm
FREE. No need to book, just drop in!  

A short guided tour of The Making of 
Modern Dundee Gallery inspired by 
stories from the oral history archive 

NABBLERS, HATS AND 
NET KEYS: WOMEN IN 
THEIR OWN WORDS 
Thur 8 Sept, 2pm
FREE. No need to book, just drop in!  

If you want to understand Dundee’s 
history, you need to understand jute.  
The women of Dundee were the  
linchpin of that trade, keeping the  
wheels of industry rolling and food  
on the family’s table. What was it like  
to be a woman working in the 
City’s jute mills and factories? This 
event is part of the programme for 
Dundee Women’s Festival 2016.

TALKING DUNDEE: MCMANUS 
ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
The Museum’s Oral History Project provides a living history of the City by 
capturing the memories and life experiences of the people who live, work 
and play in Dundee. Talking Dundee Tours & Workshops are also available 
to book for Schools and Community Groups. 
For further information, please contact the Creative Learning Team at   
creativelearning@leisureandculturedundee.com

NOW YOU’RE TALKING! 
Thur 7 May, 2pm
FREE. No need to book, just drop-in!

Listen to a fascinating and entertaining 
selection of audio clips from the 
Talking Dundee oral history archive, 
in which Dundonians recall life in 
the city from the 1930s onward.

TALKING DUNDEE: 
Q&A DROP IN
Thur 18 June
FREE. No need to book, just drop-in!

This relaxed and chatty workshop 
session about the Talking Dundee 

archive explores the practicalities of oral 
history, from the art of interviewing and 
making recordings, to what the archive 
tells us about Dundee – and ourselves.

DUNDEE STORIES 
Thur 27 Aug, 2pm
FREE. No need to book, just drop-in!  

MEET MCMANUS TALKS & TOURS
Discover more about the 
Museum’s displays and 
exhibitions through our 
informative lunchtime tours 
and gallery talks.

DRAW THE LINE  
Thur 7 Apr, 1-1.30pm 
FREE. Booking essential on (01382) 307200. 

Join art curators for an informal tour 
of exhibitions ‘Draw the Line’ and 
‘Taking a Line for a Walk’. Featuring 
the City’s vast drawing collection, 
come along and discover works 
from Old Masters to The Beano.

TOP TEN MUSEUM 
FAVOURITES   
Thur 5 May, 1-1.30pm    
FREE. Booking essential on (01382) 307200. 

A light-hearted ‘top ten’ countdown  
of our favourite museum objects –  
but which will be number one?  
Only you can decide, at the end of 
this whistle-stop tour of the galleries!  

WILD AT THE MCMANUS  
Thur 2 June, 1-1.30pm 
FREE. Booking essential on (01382) 307200.

Mammals are among the most 
successful of all animals and have 
always been a popular attraction  
at museums. Scotland is home to  
many interesting mammals such  
as foxes, hares, deer and otters.  
In the distant past this land was also 
home to lynx, wolves and bears.  
In this talk we shall learn about the  
wild mammals of the past and present.  

ART ACQUISITIONS  
Thur 7 July, 1-1.30pm 
FREE. Booking essential on (01382) 307200.

Adding to collections is central to what 
curators do. Join our art team and 
explore the latest additions to the art 
collection, including a living bequest 
by Scottish artist Frances Walker.  

MCMANUS IN 3D 
Thur 4 Aug, 1-1.30pm 
FREE. Booking essential on (01382) 307200.

Kieran Baxter and Dr Alice Watterson 
of University of Dundee’s 3DVisLab 
have been using 3D visualisation 
technology at The McManus to record 
the building and collections. Come 
along to see their results and to learn 
more about the technology involved. 

REFLECTIONS ON THE CELTS 
Thur 15 Sept, 1-1.30pm 
FREE. Booking essential on (01382) 307200. 

A curator’s tour of the Iron Age  
objects from our own collection,  
as well as spectacular mirrors on 
loan from The British Museum and 
National Museums Scotland. 



COLLECTIONS HIGHLIGHTS

YE JACOBITES BY NAME   
Sat 16 Apr, 10.30am    
FREE. Booking essential on (01382) 307200. 

The McManus has some amazing  
and ultra-rare objects on display  
from the 1745 Jacobite Uprising.  
On the 270th anniversary of the 
Battle of Culloden, this gallery talk 
looks at how these Jacobite objects 
are cared for and conserved, as well 
as their historical significance.  

BEHIND THE ART STORE  
Thur 23 June, 10.30am 
FREE. Booking essential on (01382) 307200.

Did you know that not all of our 
collections are on display? There 
simply isn’t enough space to show 
everything. Join curators for a behind-
the-scenes tour of The McManus’ 
art stores and discover pieces you 
may never have seen before.  

Gain a fascinating insight into the work of the Museum from 
the curatorial and conservation teams that care for our diverse 
collections of objects and artworks. 

DUNDEE ARTS CAFÉ
A great opportunity to hear about 
and discuss the latest research  
in the Arts – from History to English, 
Education to Social Studies  
and Fine Art to Product Design.  
 
Café open at 5pm, with talks 6-7pm.  
No need to book, but please arrive early as 
seating is limited for this event. For further 
information, visit www.dundeeartscafe.co.uk 
 

THE ANIMATION OF 
MOVEMENT   
Tue 3 May    

Brendan Body, University of Dundee 
 

POWER TO THE PEOPLE -  
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THE 
LIGHTS GO OUT   
Tue 7 June    

Dr Ed Hall and Dr Irena Connon, 
University of Dundee

THE MCMANUS 
COLLECTIONS 
UNIT

TALKS

HISTORY OF CONSERVATION  
Wed 13 Apr, 12.30-1.30pm  
FREE. Booking essential on (01382) 307200.  

A talk exploring the role of Dundee 
Alumni Harold Plenderleith and his role 
in establishing Museum Conservation.

A FIXATION WITH MOTHS 

Wed 15 June, 12.30-1.30pm  
FREE. Booking essential on (01382) 307200. 

Learn more about the Angus 
Moth Project with the Natural 
History Curators.

CASTS & COPIES  
Wed 17 Aug, 12.30-1.30pm  
FREE. Booking essential on (01382) 307200. 

A talk by the Early History 
Curator exploring fakes, 
forgeries and replica objects.

TOURS

BEHIND THE SCENES 

Wed 11 May, 13 July, & 14 Sept  
12.30-1.30pm

FREE. Booking essential on (01382) 307200. 

Go ‘behind the scenes’ and delve 
into the City’s fascinating collections 
of Archaeology, History, Natural 
Science and World Cultures.  

EVENTS

CU INSIDE! 

Thur 2 June, 5-7pm, Sat 4 June, 2-4pm  
FREE. No need to book, just drop in! 

Ever wondered what goes on 
behind the scenes at The McManus 
Collections Unit? Pop in and find 
out about the various projects staff 
and volunteers are working on, 
from researching the Egyptology 
collection to cataloguing moths. This 
event is suitable for all the family. 

MYTHICAL CREATURES 

Sat 17 Sept, 10am-4pm  
FREE. No need to book, just drop in! 

Drop into the building’s magnificent 
Lower Rotunda to learn about 
creatures from Celtic mythology 
with our curators Christina Donald 
and Mike Sedakat, and animal 
bone specialist Catherine Smith.

MCMANUS CAFÉ
The McManus Café is the perfect location this Summer to join friends for lunch 
or have a catch-up over coffee. Take a break between visiting the Museum’s 
galleries to sample freshly prepared sandwiches, soups and salads or enjoy 
a delicious afternoon tea. Choose from a wide variety of hot and cold drinks 
including a selection of beers and wines to complement your meal. For younger 
visitors, we offer a fun children’s menu or lunch box and highchairs are available. 

For more information, contact willowtreecateringltd@googlemail.com



CHILDREN & FAMILIES

TAY WILDLIFE WATCHING 
Sat 2 July, 11am-3pm 
FREE. Booking essential on (01382) 307200.  

Discover the summertime wildlife  
of the Tay Estuary as viewed from 
the amazing historic Broughty 
Castle and see what birds and 
marine wildlife you can find! 

In association with RSPB Scotland.

BROUGHTY FERRY 
THROUGHOUT THE YEARS 
Sat 9 July, 1-3pm 
FREE. Booking essential on (01382) 307200.  

Explore Broughty Ferry as a popular 
seaside destination in the Victorian 
period through early photographs, 
postcards and objects.

 

BROUGHTY 
CASTLE 
MUSEUM

THE DEFENCE OF THE TAY 
Sat 21 May, 2-3pm 
FREE. Booking essential on (01382) 307200.  

Tour around the grounds and ramparts 
to look at the defences of the Castle 
as they would have been in 1860, 
and then explore how these were 
upgraded later that century to meet 
the demands of modern warfare.  

UNDER SIEGE 
Sat 18 June, 2-3pm 
FREE. Booking essential on (01382) 307200.  

This historic monument has seen 
more than its share of bloody sieges 
over the centuries. We look at how 
the Castle withstood a three-year long 
siege in the mid-sixteenth century, 
and the artillery bombardment by 
General Monck’s army in 1651 that 
left battle scars still visible today! 

VICTORIAN VOLUNTEERS 
Sat 16 July, 2-3pm 
FREE. Booking essential on (01382) 307200. 

Discover how the Castle was restored 

and rebuilt as a working fortress in 
1860, and the lives of the Victorian 
Volunteers who garrisoned it.  

BROUGHTY’S 
SUBMARINE MINERS 
Sat 20 Aug, 2-3pm 
FREE. Booking essential on (01382) 307200.

Intriguingly, the Submarine Miners 
based at the Castle in 1889 had nothing 
to do with either Submarines or digging 
coal! Learn more about these Victorian 
military volunteers, and how their 
particular maritime specialism changed 
the Castle and its surroundings.  

AROUND THE GALLERIES 
Sat 10 Sept, 2-3pm 
FREE. Booking essential on (01382) 307200. 

Celebrate Broughty Ferry’s local history, 
take a peek in the wildlife gallery, 
admire paintings from the Orchar 
art collection and learn about the 
building’s military past in this fascinating 
tour of the Castle and its displays. 

If Broughty Castle could talk, what tales it could tell! Join our informal 
guided tours that explore the historic building and Museum displays. 

BROUGHTY TALES

INSPIRATIONAL VENUE HIRE
From the Victorian grandeur of The McManus: Dundee’s Art Gallery & 
Museum, to the beautiful surroundings of Mills Observatory and Broughty 
Castle Museum, our venues offer an alternative and bespoke experience 
for your event. We can accommodate a range of events including drinks 
receptions, product launches, awards and wedding ceremonies.

For more information, please contact hospitality@leisureandculturedundee.com

Sat 2, 9 & 30 July, Sat 6 & 27 Aug,   
Ground floor open from 10am-3pm  

Guided Tours of The Old Steeple start at 
10.30am & 1pm and last approx 1hr.

FREE. Booking essential on (01382) 307200.  

Wed 13 & 20 July, Wed 10 & 17 Aug,   
Ground floor open from 1-3pm  

Guided Tours of The Old Steeple start 
at 1.30pm and last approx 1hr.

FREE. Booking essential on (01382) 307200.

Please note that guided tours are strenuous 
and are not suitable for under 5’s or 
visitors with restricted mobility. Children 
must be accompanied by an adult. 

THE  
OLD STEEPLE  
2016
This Summer’s programme of  
public access to one of Dundee’s 
unique historical buildings is  
not to be missed! Drop into the 
ground floor on viewing days to 
see the fascinating collection of 
Medieval Gravestones or discover 
the history of the building by 
pre-booking an informative 
guided tour of The Steeple itself.

SUPPORT, CELEBRATE AND BE PART OF THE MCMANUS!
McManus 168 is a group of enthusiastic people of all ages brought together with 
a common purpose to support, celebrate and be part of McManus, our cherished 
local treasure! Opportunities for group supporters include behind the scenes 
events, talks and tours and to be part of an exciting new community at McManus 
who share interests in art, culture, history and a love of the City of Dundee. 

For more information and to join, please contact info@Mcmanus168.com  
or telephone (01382) 307200.



MILLS 
OBSERVATORY

CHILDREN & FAMILIES

SATURDAY STARS
Sat 16 & 30 Apr, Sat 14 & 28 May,  
Sat 9 July, Sat 6 & 20 Aug 
1-3pm 
FREE. No need to book, just drop in! 

The Saturday Stars Team return to Mills 
Observatory this Summer bringing lots 
of fun for children and families. Come 
along each month and make new 
friends, take part in cool astronomy 
themed activities, games and mini 
planetarium shows. If the sun shines 
on the day, there will also be an 
opportunity to do some solar viewing 
through the Observatory’s telescopes! 

 
CHILDREN’S SCI-ART DAY  
Sat 11 June, 11am-3pm 
FREE. No need to book, just drop in! 

Especially for Children’s Art Week, 
Science and Art come together as 
the Observatory becomes a space 
gallery for the day. Drop in for as long 
as you want and help us transform 
the building inside and out!

Children’s Art Week takes place Saturday 11 
to Sunday 19 June 2016 and is a nationwide 
celebration of creativity for children and families.

www.engage.org/childrens-art-week

 

EVENTS

SUMMER PLANETARIUM 
SHOWS 
Wed 6 Apr, 4 May, 1 June, 13 July & 10 Aug  
2-3pm 
Booking is essential on (01382) 435967.

Take a tour of the night sky in the 
Observatory’s Planetarium Room 
and learn about constellations, 
asteroids and galaxies. 

ROCKS FROM SPACE 
Sat 23 July, 1-1.30pm  
Booking is essential on (01382) 435967. 

Only four meteorite falls have been 
seen in Scotland. One of them, 
the Strathmore meteorite, landed 
to the north of Dundee in 1917 
and can now be seen on display at 
the Observatory. Join our Natural 
History Curator to find out what the 
meteorite is made of, how old it is 
and what happened when it landed. 

GROUP VISITS 
Available Apr-Aug 2016   
£25 per group 
Booking is essential on (01382) 435967.

Visits for community groups can be 
booked during the Summer at Mills 
Observatory. Each visit includes a 
planetarium show, a solar viewing 
session (weather permitting) or  
‘hands-on’ astronomy activity. 
For bookings or further information, 
please contact creativelearning@
leisureandculturedundee.com

SUMMER EXHIBITION

OUTER SPACE | INNER SPACE
Available to view during Summer opening hours 
FREE. No need to book, just drop in! 

This Summer, discover an exciting 
new world through an exhibition 
of images from the University of 
Dundee. Travel through the furthest 
regions of outer space down to the 
microscopic details of life on earth! 

Outer Space | Inner Space is a new 
science communication venture, 
creating an adaptable immersive 
space at Mills Observatory, promoting 
cutting-edge research from the 
University of Dundee in Life Sciences, 
Computing, Physics, Mathematics, 
Medicine and Astronomy. 

For further details, visit www.lifesci.dundee.
ac.uk/outer-space-inner-space

PERFORMANCE

DUNDEE REP’S 14-16S AND  

16-18S YOUTH THEATRE PRESENT  
EXPERIMENT 01:ABANDONED
Thur 23, Fri 24 & Sat 25 June 
Evening Performances 

£7 adults, £6 concessions, (£5 Friends of Dundee 
Rep, Children and Dundee Student Pass).
Booking essential at Dundee Rep Box Office on  
(01382) 223530 or at www.dundeerep.co.uk

Welcome to a place of shattered 
glass and shattered hearts. We 
are the abandoned, the forgotten, 
the unknown. You are the invited, 
the witnesses, the jury. Performed 
in and around Mills Observatory, 
this exciting piece of site-specific 
theatre will lead you on a journey 
where nothing is quite as it seems in 
our City of Discovery. Created and 
performed by Dundee Rep Theatre’s 
14-18s Youth Theatre, featuring 
original, live music and a cast of 40!

Please note, Experiment 01: Abandoned is a 
site-specific show and will involve movement 
and walking, but there will be seating in some 
scenes. Outdoor clothing and sturdy footwear 
is recommended. Suitable for children 10 years 
and over. For further information or to discuss 
any access requirements, please contact 
Dundee Rep Box Office, prior to booking.

SHOP AT THE MCMANUS,  
BROUGHTY CASTLE & MILLS OBSERVATORY
Looking for a special gift or a memento of your visit? Pop into our 
museum shops and browse our great range of gifts for adults and children, 
including unique items, craft boxes, toys, stationery and books.
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